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March Meeting

Nice to see so many of you
present - | hardly need to talk
about the programme Il Has
everyone rushed out to fertilize
their poor starving rhodie
children 27 [ look at my 20
footers and wonder where they
might be had | ever fertilized
them - scary.
Always enjoyable to have Clint
Smith, his slides and his tales
of travels and fun. It was
especiallly interesting to those
of us who had visited so many
of these same gardens a few
years ago - different highlights
impressing different people.

* Kk Kk Kk ok k ok ¥

Corrections
to the Membership List

Please make the following
corrections:

1.Patti Bale's address should
be MRS Patti Bale ( not Ms.
as in my list - I hang my head
in shame )

2. Susan Murray - fax number
should be:

604 530 7045

3. Jim & Elfriede DeWolf -
postal code should be:

V3S 9R3

i

WASHINGTON BUS TOUR:

At this time there are two
unfilled places for the bus tour. All
four lower mainland Chapters are
well represented. Details regard-
ing the trip and pick up will be
forwarded directly to the individual
participants.
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q Yes - there will be
dollar table at this April
meeting Plants - extra
cuttings or seedlings, plant
divisions or even the plants
you are tired of - whatever -

someone will cherish it. This is

truly a "Bring and Buy" event,
funds raised help to ensure our
special events.
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It is with sadness that [ must
report to you the death of one
of our charter members.

John Crosby died in August
2000. John was a long time
member of the Vancouver
Rhododendron Society, and
joined our Fraser South Chap-
ter at its beginning. John and
his wife Lorraine were able to
attend our Christmas Party in
1999, but illnes forced John to
stop driving, and we no longer
saw him at meetings. He
passed along his love of rhodo-
dendrons to his son Robert,
who remains an associate
member of Fraser South.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

The Vancouver Rhododen-
dron Show and Plant Sale will be
held at the David Lam Reception
Centre at UBCBotanical Gardens,
6804 SW Marine Drive, Vancouver
on Saturday April 28th, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sunday April 29th 12:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Anyone willing to spend part of the
time promoting our own Mothers’
Day Garden Tour at this event
would be much appreciated.
Contact Mike Bale 853-8839.

.

N

April, 2001

MOTHERS’ DAY WEEKEND
GARDEN TOUR:

Tickets will be available for
distribution at the April meeting.
Members are requested to take a
block of 10 tickets and sell as many
as possible. Unsold tickets can be
returned at the May meeting. FSRS
members have complimentary
access to all gardens and need only
show their membership 1D card.

Members will be contacted
both at the meeting and by tel-
ephone to request their assistance
for part of the day to greet visitors
and provide information regarding
membership.

Details regarding the avail
ability of plants at the host gardens
will be announced at the April
meeting.

Wind up for the Mothers’
Day Weekend for hosts and
receptionists will be an informal
gathering at Wendy & Dave Sellars
on Sunday, May 13th between
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
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MARS VISIT:

The lower mainland chapters
will be hosting aliens from “MARS”
on the weekend of May 4-5. The
following gardens have agreed to
participate and include the Sellars,
Roeske, Finley, Badminton, Martyn,
Lu Zhu, Hemminger, Patterson and
Mossakowski gardens. A packed
lunch will be hosted at the
Roeske’s Garden on Saturday and
a brunch on Sunday at Lu Zhu
garden. Anyone willing to assist
with hosting our visitors and
especially participants in the Tofino
trip last year would be most
welcome. Please contact Wendy
or Dave Sellars (Saturday) 535-
0763 or Mike Bale (Sunday)
853-8839.
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Are You Taxed by Taxonomy ??

Perhaps the following will help. It is reprinted from the
Cowichan Valley Newsletter with the kind permission of
editor and author S. O. Kemmler

- Something About Taxonomy
by S. O. Kemmler

The world is a large and complex place. To make sense of it
we have organized it so itis manageable and we can find our way
around init. Taxonomy, in a nutshell, is the science of the system-
atic ordering of nature. | have long wondered and often been con-
fused by all those big words, such as kingdom, genus, species,
sub- this and the other, and so on. What does it all mean? Being
generally opposed to ignorance, | did some research and found
out how it works. -

The area of particular interest fo us who grow things is the clas-
sification, or taxonomy, of plants.

Basically, things are organized to reflect their evolutionary re-
lationships. Those of us who are a bit past our prime will remember
from early school days that everything alive was divided into two
kingdoms, the plant kingdom, and the animal kingdom: roughly,
everything that was mobile was an animal, everything else had to
be a plant. Well, things have changed a bit since then. Technical
and scientific advances and innovations, such as electron
microscopy, biochemistry, nuclear biology and genetic research,
have brought great advances - and a quite different and expanded
taxonomy from the one of fitty years ago.

Most scientist now agree to divide the world of fiving things into
five kingdoms, usually in order ofincreasing complexity. This really
is arbitrary, the important thing is not to confuse complexity with
hierarchy. Nor can more complex be equated with better, or higher.
The long and in some quarters still dearly held belief, that ‘nature is
amighty maze, but not without a plar’, based on the revealed truth
that ‘whatever is, is right, since we are on top of the heap anyway
and can more or less do as we please, is not only wrong, but it
directly contradicts evolution - which is not metaphysics, but sci-
ence. Come to think of it, “kingdoms” is a very unfortunate name
for the primary divisions of nature anyway, since it implies hierar-
chy. Butwe must remember that when the systematic investigation
of nature (a.k.a. as science) began in earnest, kings ruled on Earth
and God was in his heaven. Perhaps “domains” would have been
a better word, but as it is, we are stuck with our kingdoms, which is
not a problem, so long as we remember that there are no hierar-
chies created in nature. The kingdoms of nature have no rulers.
Here then are the first taxonomic divisions, the five kingdoms.

1. Monerans. The members of this kingdom are the bacteria and
all other microorganisms without a distinct cell nucleus
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2. Protists. This includes algae, slime molds and all other micro-

organisms with a distinct cell nucleus.
Fungi
Plants
. Animals

The kingdoms are then further divided. The kingdom of inter-
estto us is, of course, number four, the kingdom of plants. Its sub-
divisions are 1) division (this only for the plant kingdom, the other
kingdoms name the first division phylum); but botanists now ac-
cept and use phylum, which | will use throughout) 2) class, 3)
order, 4) family, 5) genus, and 6) species. (To avoid confusion:
species stands for-both, singular and plural; the plural of phylum is
phyla; the plural of genus is genera or genuses) There are ten phyla
iin the plant kingdom. The rhododendrons belong to the last ofthem,
the phylum of the angiosperms (magnoliophytes) - in plain English,
the flowering plants. To summarize:

Life on Earth is divided into five kingdoms, which are again
divided. The kingdom of plants is divided into phyla, classes, or-
ders, families, genera, and species. Rhododendrons are a genus
in the phylum of angiosperms (flowering plants) in the kingdom of
plants. Frequently, these divisions are subdivided again.

So far, we have located the continent and the country, but we
want to know much more; we need a roadmap to find a certain
town, a particular street, a specific house; we also want to find out
all we can about the people who live in it, their ethnic background,
colour, and habits. It is plain we need more detail - we have to
divide again. But before we do that, here are the remaining nine
phyla of the plant kingdom, or to stick with the analogy, the rest of
the countries on our confinent.

o B oo

I.  Bryophytes
a. Mosses
b. Liverworts
¢. Hornworts
2. Psilotophytes, or whisk ferns
3. Lycophytes (club mosses and allies {this one sounds outright

dangerous! })
4. Sphenophytes, or horse tails
5. Filicophytes, or ferns
6. Conifers '
7. Ginkgos
8. Cycads
9. Gnetophytes
And next and lastis the phylum of the Angiosperms, which has two
subdivisions, to one of which belong our rhododendrons.
Angiosperms, or flowering plants, have been around for
a while - about 130 million years. Until about 100 million years ago
they were primitive and few in number, but then over only a few
million years, they conquered the planet.
(Part 2 next mon;:h )
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UP THE GARDEN PATH

( When you go nursery-trawling this

WITH NORMA SENN

spring, it ie ot too early to think of:) University College of the Fraser Valley

Fall Colours

The ideal weather condition
for fall colour are warm sunny days and
cool nights. This allows the manufac-
ture and accumulation of sugars in
leaves which in turn are the basis for
development of pigments associated
with red coloration. In B.C. we do not
have a lot of native plant material like
the beautiful sugar maples and, in many
years, our foggy, overcast weather limits the develop-
ment of local fall colour. That does not mean that we
have to live without the beautiful colours of this season.

There are many cultivated trees, shrubs and vines
that can be grown locally that will provide fall colour and
add other features of seasonal interest to our gardens.

If you want to add new plant material to a gar
den for fall colour, you should be visiting local garden
centres now. * Within any group of plants you will find a
range of colours, and some plants may have more colour

than others. Also \hen planting for fall colour, remem-
ber that sunlight is a key to manufacture of pigments in
plants, so, for best fall colour, put plants in areas where
they receive full sunlight. Some years you may find that
colour development is better than other years because
of the weather conditions. A sunny fall with gradually
cooling temperatures will provide conditions for best leaf
colour displays.

The following are some of my favourite trees for
providing fall colour. These plants are all hardy in our
area. Your local nursery can provide advice on planting
procedures. | have tried to include some plants that are
readily available, but all of the trees listed can be found
locally with a bit of hunting.

We may not have sugar maples for fall colour,
but many of the small species of maple trees provide
wonderful shades of yellows and scarlet. The AMUR RIVER
MAPLE (Acer ginnala) is a small maple that develops bril-
liant red leaves. Some of the JAPANESE MAPLES (Acer
palmatum and A. japonicum) also offer fall colour, al-
though there can be great variability in colour develop-
ment from one tree to another with these two species.

The SOURWOOD TREE (oxydendron arboreum)
has two desirable features. It is a late summer bloomer,
bearing delicate sprays of small white flowers in August.
Then in late September, the leaves change to a deep
mahogany red. Sourwood is in the same plant family as
RHODODENDRONS and PIERIS, and has the same kind
of growing requirements. This plant needs good drain-
age and acid soils. Again, for the best fall colour, it should
planted in full sun.
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Another small tree that has gorgeous
fall colour is the PERSIAN PARROTIA
TREE (Parrotia persica). This plant can
be grown as a single stemmed small
tree or a multi- stemmed large shrub. It
is related to witchhazel and, like some
of our witchhazels, PARROTIA blooms
L in winter. The winter flower aspect is a
nice bonus in the garden, although it
does not start to produce many flowers until about 15
years old. Another feature of winter interest is
PARROTIA’S flaking bark, which produces mottles of
white to gray. While adding to the winter landscape,
PARROTIA is best known for fall colour. The leaves change
from dark green to yellow, deep orange and red. Again,
full sun is absolutely necessary for good foliage displays.
For lovely golden yellow foliage two of my fa-
vourite trees are the Gingko Tree (Ginkgo biloba) and
the Katsura Tree ( Cercidiphyflum japonicum ) In some
years, the Katsura tree may develop leaf colours into the
orange and red tones, although the yellow leaf colour is
usual. Both trees have interesting leaf shapes throughout
the summer. The CINKGO TREE has a fan-shaped leaf,
and the KATSURA TREE has delicate, heart-shaped leaves.
Both of these plants may be slow to establish, but they
are definitely worth troubling over. . _

Our local PACIFIC DOGWOOD (Cornus nutalli)
can have vivid orange-yellow fall colour in seasons

where we have good autumn sunshine. The leaves
often change colour intermittently, so we-can have rich
green leaves, mixed with orange and yellow all at once.
In addition, there is also sporadic fall flower production
with our native dogwood, which adds further interest
to the landscape. EDDY'S WHITE WONDER, the
hybrid between our Pacific dogwood and the eastern
dogwood, does not flower in the fall, but it does have
spectacular fall colour.

Some of the oaks can have scarlet to deep ma-
hogany red leaves in autumn.. PIN OAK (Quercus palustris)
and SCARLET OAK (Q. coccinea) are two commonly avaik
able oak species that are valued for their fall colour. Oaks
are maghnificent trees, but ultimately they are large, so
only plant these if you have the room to let them grow.

Both the SWEETGUM TREE (liquidambar) and
the TUPELO or BLACKGUM TREE (Nyssa sylvatica) are
also recommended for their scarlet leaf colours in autumn.

*(Reprinted from the Nov'92 Newsletter of FSRS)
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HOST GARDEN VOLUNTEERS:

All members will be contacted for their help
on Saturday May 12th for the Mothers’” Day
Garden Tour. The host garden volunteer has a
very important role to play in receiving visitors
and promoting both the garden and the Chap-
ter’s activities. The feed back last year was
enormous and many visitors were extremely
impressed by the manner in which they were
greeted and the enthusiasm that the host recep-
tionists had for their hobby. Hopefully we can
build on this again this year.

The primary function of the host volunteer
will be:
1. to assist the host garden with any chores
that they might be asked to do
2. to greet visitors and check that they have a
valid ticket
3. to encourage membership in the local

Chapter details for which will be available

at both the Sellars Garden and Lu Zhu

4. to advise regarding the availability of plants

at the following gardens: Emerson,
Martyn, Sellars and Lu Zhu

5. to direct visitors to the next garden

6. should there be any other questions please
call either Dave or Mike at the telephone
numbers on the brochure.

% % k % % % % %

Library Book Review

Sorry - better to be out in gardens instead of
reading about them | guess

Presidential Ponderings

Sorry - guess he's too busy |
After all - it is spring

% ok k% ok ok ok ok ook

Nature, it is said, abhors a vacuum - editors
must feeel the same way.

While clearing off a corner of my deek, | came
across the following recipe, scribbled down as |
watched The Urban Peasant on TV. Haven't tried
it - but it seemed rather interesting. If any of
my readers do try it - Let me know - OK?

RECIPE FOR DIP
From The Urban Peasant - aka James Barber

2 “dollops” peanut butter - ( in this case care
lessly scooped out dessert spoonfuls )
juice of 1 lemon
2-3 cloves garlic
Blend
add yoghurt ( 250 ml container, I think )
Blend
Add a can of chick peas ( probably 14 oz. can )
Blend

4 )
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Those of you privileged to live in the City of
Surrey will have been advised that the City is
encouraging us to build bat boxes.. The problem
is that there are not enough bats in the area, so
City Hall will supply architectural drawings to
interested residents so that everyone can do their
bit to increase the bat population. Council

wants to be able to change the slogan Surrey-City
of Parks to Surrey-City of Bats.

This shortage of bats is particularl, acute in South
Surrey since the wife insisted | put up screens thus
preventing bats from flying in the windows at
nights as they used to do. Deprived of this
freedom the local bats must have moved up-valley
to Langley or somewhere.

Eager to do my bit to bring the bzts back to
Surrey, | sped down to City Hall 15 pick up my bat
kit. Inside the package were the plans and
specifications for the standard Suirey Bat Box but
there was also a planning memor.andum that must
have got in the envelope by mistake. The memo
was called “Towards a new visior of Surrey
gardens”. It contained the usual stuff about
preserving weed trees and growing native plants
that are drought resistant to save the City the
bother of supplying extra water.

But the memo also had a section on encouraging
other native creatures into our gardens. Building
bat boxes is just the start of a wide-ranging
campaign to “reinvigourate our native species and
establish City control of ecosysteins on private
land”. So here are some of the proposals that the
City wants gardeners to implement over

. the next several years.
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First of all we should be doing more to feed the
deer population. This can be effectively
accomplished by planting wild seed of R.
quinquefolium and patiently caring for the plants
in the greenhouse over several years. When the
plants are about six inches high, plant them out in
the garden and the deer will enjoy munching the
tops especially in the winter. This usually kills the
plant but you can always plant some more seed
and feed the deer several years later.

Rabbits also need feeding but not as much effort
is required as with deer. Plant out crocus bulbs in
the Fall close to where rabbits pass by- after all
you don’t want to put them to too much trouble.
Just as the crocus are coming into flower in the
Spring, the rabbits will enjoy chewing them to the
ground.

Weevils can be attracted to the garden by
planting succulent hybrids such as Scarlet Wonder
underneath a cedar tree for dryness and to stress
the plant. Keep a pile of dead leaves around and
the weevils will reward you with etchings that
should win you the most sought after trophy in

the top class in the Fraser South Truss show.

Moles can be encouraged by providing well-dug
soil with plenty of organic matter. Don’t be put
off by all the little tailings piles over the lawn.
Think of the improvement in drainage that all
those tunnels represent.

Finally, the best way to encourage slugs is to put
out a mug of beer. Before the slugs get a chance
to drown in the beer, run out and beat the slugs
to it. Drink the beer and enjoy watching the slugs
munching on your seedlings.
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